Pain Relief Medication for Dogs & Cats
Why has my pet been prescribed pain killers?
It is well recognised that animals feel and experience pain.
Common reasons for animals being prescribed pain relief medications include:
Short term (acute) pain management after surgery or dental extractions
To manage painful medical conditions
To manage painful injuries following trauma (e.g., motor vehicle accident, dog attack)
To manage chronic pain (e.g., osteoarthritis, cancer pain)
The medications prescribed depend on the type of pain, intensity of pain, and the signalment (species,
breed, age) of the pet.
My pet doesn’t look painful, do I still need to give the medication?
As signs of pain can be difficult to recognise in animals it is important that you administer any pain relief
medication that has been prescribed, even if it is not obvious to you that your pet is painful. However, if you
notice adverse side effects, you should stop the medication and contact the clinic as soon as possible.
What if my pet appears to be in pain despite the medication?
Every animal is an individual and experiences pain differently, so it is possible that the medications
prescribed may not be sufficient to manage your pet’s pain. Ideally, you should assess your pet for signs of
pain frequently during a course of pain killing medication. To assist, some simple pain assessment scales
for dogs and cats can be found on our website. If you think the pain relief your pet has been administered is
insufficient, please contact the clinic as soon as possible.
How do I administer the medication, and what side effects should I look out for?
General advice for the administration of pain relief medication:
Use the dose has been prescribed. NEVER give a higher dose as this risks overdose. Only give a lower
dose if your vet advises you to due to side effects.
Use the dose frequency prescribed (e.g., once daily, twice daily, etc.). Giving drugs more frequently risks
overdose, while administering less frequently than prescribed means your animal may experience pain
as the previous dose wears off before the next is given.
If you notice any side effects (see table on reverse), stop the medication, and immediately contact the
clinic.
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